Gastric Schwannoma or GIST: accuracy of preoperative diagnosis?
Mesenchymal cell tumours of the gastrointestinal tract are rare in western society. Gastrointestinal stromal tumour (GIST) is the most common of this group of tumours. Gastric schwannoma is rarer, accounting for only 0.2% of all gastric tumours and 4% of all benign gastric neoplasms. Indeed, schwannoma has only been recognized as a primary gastrointestinal tumour in the last 20 years through advances in pathological techniques. We report a rare case of gastric schwannoma, the endoscopic and radiological features of which were indistinguishable from a GIST. Due to the diagnostic uncertainty, surgical resection is the treatment of choice. Development of more reliable diagnostic methods, such as endoscopic core biopsy, may help the accuracy of preoperative diagnosis.